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Why is maritime 
transport
important for 
social prosperity 
& the global 
economy?

Dr Ilias G. Bissias, 
Editor-in-Chief
Naftika Chronika
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Shipping Matters
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11 billion tons of goods are 
transported by ship each year. 
This represents 1.5 tons per person.

The shipping industry transports 
nearly 2 billion tons of crude oil, 
1 billion tons of iron ore, 
and 350 million tons of grain.

Source: ICS
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Shipping 
in the EU
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Shipping 
and related services are 
of crucial economic 
importance to the EU

The EU is the world’s largest 
exporter in terms of volume 
and the second largest 
importer of goods
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Let’s talk in 
numbers

World fleet data
• Number of Ships: 

53,973
• Fleet growth: 2-3%

per annum
• Average ship’s 

size: 39,212 DWT
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Top Ship Owning 
Countries

China – $191.253

Japan - $187.674

Greece - $145.887

USA

Singapore

Germany

South Korea

UK

Taiwan, ROC

Norway
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The Human 
Element
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The Human Factor 
in numbers
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Ports
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Number of global 
ocean cruise 
passengers 
2009-2020
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Global 
Maritime Hubs
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Welcome
on board


